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Washington, D.C. – Upon learning today of the fact that it took the Department of Veterans Affairs’ three months to inform veterans on an experimental drug regimen of an FDA warning regarding serious side effects, Congressman Jerry McNerney (CA-11) released the following statement.

“I am appalled that the VA waited months to tell veterans using an experimental drug that potential side effects included suicidal or psychotic episodes.  It is inexcusable that the VA would wait nearly three months after the FDA issued a warning to inform patients of these serious, and possibly even fatal, consequences.

“Coming on the heels of a cover up regarding the number of veteran suicides, and the suggestion from a VA psychologist to avoid diagnoses of Post Traumatic Stress Disorder for a lesser “adjustment disorder,” this is more evidence of a pattern of disturbing behavior from the VA.  Our returning heroes have sacrificed greatly for our country and they deserve far better from the agency charged with their care. 

“The Veterans Affairs Committee, on which I sit, should begin an immediate investigation.  I will talk with Chairman Filner and encourage him to hold a hearing as soon as possible to get to the bottom of this issue.”
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